The Parish of St James’s EImers End
| 1" January 2026 — 9.15am Parish Mass
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

OPENING HYMN (CHFE 634

Send forth your Spirit,
O God our Father,
as you have sent him in the past:
at Gabriel’s word, by Jordan’s water
as Jesus went to pray and fast.

In this same Spirit
he proclaimed you
on Juda’s hills by Galilee,
he called us to your
heav’nly kingdom.
he died and rose triumphantly.

And now through seen by us no
longer
he rest nor from the task begun,
but breathes the Spirit

of his sonship,
on men of ev’ry race and tongue.

May he be with us at his moment
and give us of your Spirit still.
that we may do the work

that waits us
and strive your purpose to fulfil.

THE GREETING

"X In the name of the Father, and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

The priest blesses the water

Dear brothers and sisters,

let us humbly beseech the Lord our God,
to bless this water he has created,

which will be sprinkled on us

as a memorial of our Baptism.

May he help us by his grace

to remain faithful to the Spirit we have
received.

Almighty ever-living God,

who willed that through water,

the fountain of life and the source of
purification,

even souls should be cleansed

and receive the gift of eternal life;

be please, we pray, to + bless this water,
by which we seek protection on this
your day, O Lord.

Renew the living spring of your grace
within us and grant that by this water we
may be defended from all ills of the spirit
and body,

and so approach you with hearts made
clean and worthily receive your salvation.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

WATER OF LIFE (CHfE 401

R Water of life, cleanse and refresh
us; Raise us to life in Christ Jesus

All you who thirst, come to the waters,
And you will never be thirsty again. R

As rain from heaven, so is God’s word, it
Waters the earth and brings forth life. R

Dying with Christ, so we shall rise with
him. Death shall no longer have power
over us. R

Turn to the Lord, cast off your
wickedness, you shall find peace in his
infinite love. R




After the sprinkling the priest says:

May almighty God cleanse us of our sins,
and through the celebration of this
Eucharist make us worthy to share the
table of his Kingdom.

Amen.

THE GLORIA

Glory be to God on high!

All heav’n with praise is ringing.
Angels fill the Christmas sky,
And ‘peace to earth’ are singing.
GLORIA ..!

Hosanna in excelsis!

Christ, our rescuer from sin
and from eternal danger,
our salvation comes to win
and lies in Bethlem’s manger
GLORIA..!

Hosanna in excelsis!

Praise you, God of Heaven above!
You’ve shared our human story.
To you, Trinity of love,

We sing our song of ‘Glory’
GLORIA..!

Hosanna in excelsis!

Tune: Ding dong! Merrily on high

THE COLLECT

Almighty ever-living God,

who, when Christ had been baptized in
the River Jordan and as the Holy Spirit
descended upon him, solemnly declared
him your beloved Son,

grant that your children by adoption,
reborn of water and the Holy Spirit,
may always be well pleasing to you.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever
and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING

Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7

Thus says the LORD:

Behold my servant, whom | uphold,

my chosen, in whom my soul delights;

| have put my Spirit upon him; he will
bring forth justice to the nations. He will
not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or
make it heard in the street;

a bruised reed he will not break,

and a faintly burning wick he will not
quench; he will faithfully bring forth
justice. He will not grow faint or be
discouraged till he has established justice
in the earth; and the coastlands wait for
his law.

‘l am the LORD; | have called you in
righteousness; | will take you by the hand
and keep you; | will give you as a
covenant for the people, a light for the
nations, to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the
dungeon, from the prison those who sit
in darkness.’

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 29(28):1-2. 3ac-4. 3b, 9b-10. RI Ib

R The LORD will bless his people
with peace.

Ascribe to the LORD, you heavenly
powers,

ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his
name;

bow down before the LORD, majestic in
holiness. R

The voice of the LORD upon the waters,
the LORD on the immensity of waters;
the voice of the LORD full of power;

gme voice of the LORD full of splendour.



The God of glory thunders;

in his temple they all cry, ‘Glory?
The LORD sits enthroned above the
flood;

the LORD sits as king for ever.R

SECOND READING

Acts 10:34-38

In those days: Peter opened his mouth
and said: ‘Truly | understand that God
shows no partiality, but in every nation
anyone who fears him and does what is
right is acceptable to him. As for the
word that he sent to Israel, preaching
good news of peace through Jesus
Christ — he is Lord of all — you
yourselves know what happened
throughout all Judea, beginning from
Galilee after the baptism that John
proclaimed: how God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with
power. He went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the
devil, for God was with him.’

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

THE GOSPEL (STAND)

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The heavens were opened and the voice
of the Father thundered:

‘This is my beloved Son; listen to him’.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Matthew (3:/3-17)
Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: Jesus came from Galilee to
the Jordan to John, to be baptised by
him. John would have prevented him,
saying, ‘l need to be baptised by you, and
do you come to me?’ But Jesus answered
him, ‘Let it be so now, for thus it is
fitting for us to fulfil all righteousness.’

Then he consented. And when Jesus was
baptised, immediately he went up from
the water, and behold, the heavens were
opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of
God descending like a dove and coming
to rest on him; and behold, a voice from
heaven said, ‘This is my beloved Son,
with whom | am well pleased.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia

THE SERMON

We STAND to sini

| believe in one God

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

and of all things visible and invisible:

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of his Father

before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the
Father, by whom all things were
made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy
Ghost of the Virgin Mary,

and was made man,

and was crucified also for us
under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried,

and the third day he rose again
according to the Scriptures,

and ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand

of the Father.

And he shall come again with glory
to judge both the quick and the
dead:

whose kingdom shall have no end.



And | believe in the Holy Ghost,
the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceedeth from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son together is worshipped
and glorified, who spake by the
prophets.

And | believe one holy catholic
and apostolic Church.

I acknowledge one baptism

for the remission of sins.

And | look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world
to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

In the power of the Spirit and in union
with the Son let us pray to the Father.

After each bidding is said:
Lord, hear us.
Lord graciously hear us.

at the end of the prayers

Merciful Father.

accept these prayers for the sake of
your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

We STAND for our

OFFERTORY HYMN (CHFE 661

Songs of thankfulness and praise,
Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise,
manifested by the star

to the sages from afar;

branch of royal David's stem

in thy birth at Bethlehem;
anthems be to thee addressed,
God in man made manifest.

Manifest at Jordan's stream,
Prophet, Priest and King supreme;
and at Cana, wedding guest,

in thy Godhead manifest;

manifest in power divine,
changing water into wine;
anthems be to thee addressed,
God in man made manifest.

Manifest in making whole
palsied limbs and fainting soul;
manifest in valiant fight,
quelling all the devil's might;
manifest in gracious will,

ever bringing good fromiill;
anthems be to thee addressed,
God in man made manifest.

Sun and moon shall darkened be,
stars shall fall,

the heavens shall flee;
Christ will then like lightning shine,
all will see his glorious sign;
all will see the Judge appear;
all will then the trumpet hear,
thou by all wilt be confessed,
God in man made manifest.

Grant us grace to see thee, Lord,
mirrored in thy holy Word;

may we imitate thee now,

and be pure, as pure art thou;
that we like to thee may be

at thy great Epiphany;

and may praise thee, ever blest,
God in man made manifest.

THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERING

Pray, my brothers and sisters, that my
sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God the Almighty Father.

May the Lord accept this sacrifice
at your hands, for the praise and
glory of his name, for our good, and
the good of all his holy Church.

Accept, O Lord, the offerings

we have brought to honour the revealing
of your beloved Son,

so that the oblation of your faithful

may be transformed into the sacrifice of
him who willed in his compassion

to wash away the sins of the world.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.



The Lord be with you

and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

The Eucharistic Prayer continues until:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might:

Heaven and earth are full of your
glory, Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna
in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest..

The Eucharistic Prayer continues until:

The mystery of faith:

Save us, Saviour of the world,

for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

The Eucharistic Prayer continues until:
... for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every
evil, graciously grant peace in our days,
that, by the help of your mercy, we may
be always free from sin and safe from all
distress, as we await the blessed hope
and the coming of our Saviour,

Jesus Christ.

For the kingdom,
the power and the glory are yours
now and for ever.

Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your
Apostles: Peace | leave you, my peace |
give you, look not on our sins, but on
the faith of your Church, and graciously
grant her peace and unity in accordance
with your will. Who live and reign for
ever and ever. Amen.

The peace of the Lord be with you
always
and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Lamb of God, you take away the
sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the
sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God you take away the
sins of the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him
who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of
the Lamb.

Lord, | am not worthy that you
should enter under my roof, but
only say the word and my soul shall
be healed.

The people receive communion. If you wish
to receive a blessing, please bring this Order
of Service with you.

CoMMUNION HYMN (NEH 282

Faithful Shepherd, feed me
in the pastures green;
Faithful Shepherd, lead me
where thy steps are seen.

Hold me fast, and guide me
in the narrow way;

so, with thee beside me,

I shall never stray.



Daily bring me nearer
to the heavenly shore;
may thy faith grow clearer,
may | love thee more.

Hallow every pleasure,

every gift and pain;

be thyself my treasure,

though none else | gain.

Day by day prepare me
as thou seest best,

then let angels bear me
to thy promised rest.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Nourished with these sacred gifts,

we humbly entreat your mercy, O Lord,
that, faithfully listening to your Only
Begotten Son, we may be your children
in name and in truth.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL

The congregation STAND

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

May Almighty God Bless you, " the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Go forth, the Mass is ended.
Thanks be to God.

FINAL HYMN (CHFE 241

Hail to the Lord’s anointed;
Great David’s greater Son!
Hail, in the time appointed,
His reign on earth begun!

He comes to break oppression,
To set the captive free,

To take away transgressions,
And rule in equity.

He shall come down like showers
Upon the fruitful earth:

And love, joy, hope, like flowers,
Spring in His path to birth:
Before Him, on the mountains,
Shall peace the herald go;

And righteousness in fountains,
From hill to valley flow.

Kings shall fall down before Him,
And gold and incense bring;

All nations shall adore Him,

His praise all people sing;

To Him shall prayer unceasing
and daily vows ascend;

His kingdom still increasing,

A kingdom without end.

O’er every foe victorious,

He on His throne shall rest;
From age to age more glorious,
All blessing and all-blest.

The tide of time shall never

His covenant remove;

His name shall stand for ever
that name to us is love.

THIS WEEK IN THE BENEFICE

Monday
Fr Russell’s rest day

Tuesday
7.00pm Mass (St James)

Wednesday
10.00am Mass & Coffee (St Michael)

Thursday
10.30am Mass & Coffee (St James)

Friday
7.00pm Mass (St Michael)

Saturday
9.30am BCP Communion (St James)



PRAYERS MESSY CHURCH

As we look to the new year, we are

For those in need: ) )

Bill, Roger, Derek, Pippa, Jeanette, Joyce, planning to start a monthly Messy
Lucy, Vercilla, Chris, Pauline, Carol, Church’ the first ones will take place at
Wendy, Ross, Adrian, Alison, Jean, Bob, St James’s on Sunday 18" January and St
Michael’s on Sunday |** February both at

4pm. For those who don’t know what

Matt, Barbara
Messy Church is, it’s a service for all the

Recently departed:
Gloria Michael family start with refreshment and craft
actives followed by a short act of
Anniversaries of death: worship.
Russell Skinner, Elizabeth Edmundson, . .
Peter Binnie, Connie Warburton, I am looking for volunteers to help with
. these even. If you can help, please have
Lewis Pratt, Ada (Kay) Brown, .
a word with Fr Russell or Gwen.

Arthur Fincham, Keith Cordingly,
Peggy King, Joan Fincham, Ted Cronin,
Joyce Stanley, Anne Rowe, Horace Bass,
Edith Amans, Bert Reading,

Joyce Edrisinha, Jack Skinner,

Tina Newholm, Rose World

THE BIBLE COURSE

Due to a confusion over the release date
of the course it will now begin on

Wednesday 4 February at 7pm
Thursday 5 February at 2pm
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